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advocate of their just demands. Almost at once
there followed a grave development in the Spanish
situation in the form of submarine piracy which
constituted a real threat to French and British
trading interests in the Mediterranean. The possi-
bility of compromise with the Powers directly or
indirectly responsible for these outrages once again
receded into the background. Drastic action was
necessary, and with vigour and conviction Mr.
Eden on the British Government's behalf brought
the Powers to Nyon, which was about as near to
Geneva as it was expedient to go; and collective
security was seen in action, when nine Powers
accepted patrol by British and French warships of
some five thousand miles of trade routes. It was
a triumph for the advocates of the "strong line"
and "standing up to the Dictators." From the
point of view of Mr. Chamberlain who, while attempt-
ing to grapple with the general situation, was
ultimately responsible for the consequence of the
"firm line" both in terms of our rearmament and
of subsequent European understanding the triumph
was almost an embarrassment. On the very day
that an Italian naval expert, under the pressure
of Nyon, was discussing with French and British
representatives in Paris Italian co-operation in the
suppression of piracy on what was politely called
"a basis of parity," Mussolini was being received
with totalitarian pomp and circumstance in Berlin:
personal misunderstandings of the two Dictators
were being set aside, and something like a genuine
friendship formed. In execrable German the Duce
proclaimed that "the greatest and truest democrats
the world knows to-day are in Germany and Italy."
The visit was mainly showmanship perhaps; there
was little time allowed for real discussion, but,
combined with inspired Press comment in Rome